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Dear Congregation,

This week | conclude mypart letter on my favorite verse from the Psalms.
"For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favor is life:
weeping may endure for a night, but Joy cometh in the morning."
(Psalm 30:5)

Part 3Weeping may endure for a night

Yes, this life can be filled with heartaches and tribulations. No one escapes the blues! Lif
be very difficult, and at these times we wonder if God really cares and if life is worth living.
Discouragement can steal upon us like a thief in the nighére the Psalmist says "for a
night," don't take that I|iterally, becau
months, or even year§Ve all walk through the valley of the shadow of death, yet God is w
us. We do not walk alon®lus we know that one day all the pain and suffering is going to er
The last part of Psalm 30:5 tells us when.

Part 4But Joy cometh in the morning

Every ti me | hear these words, my heart
j 0 yThisdis the clincher of the whole verse. As a Christian who believes in the resurrected
Jesus, | hear the words of a famil i Agthean

Son burst forth from the tomb, sin and death were defeated, and love héthesmever that
blessed morning occurs, all saints will be gathered together and rejoice in His pieseice!
Great Gettityp Morning" is going to be marked by unimaginable joy!

The next time you experience adversity, or when you feel that you have really messed thir
and let God down, remember Psalm 30:5. May the Good News of Christ carry you throug
selfdoubts, feelings of unworthiness, and times of despair as you look forward to the fu
0Ojoyo6 that i s coming!

Prayer.

Dear Lord, help us in our weakness to remember your love and your fortifyin§aace.

us of our sins, and thank you for the blessed hope of the joy that is already ours and tt
coming through Christ Jesus. Amen.

In Christ,
Rusty


https://www.facebook.com/leeroadumc
https://www.leeroadumc.com/

Lee Road UMC Youth

PARK CLEAN-UP
VOLUNTEERING!

Greenville is a beautiful
city, let's give back and
keep it clean!

Join us on Saturday May
9th from 9-11lam
at North Main Rotary Park

RSVP by Wednesday, May 6th

Adelaide Kiser
864.631.9252




A Miracle Born of Love and Support

Over time, a supportive, nurturing environment
can help heal the traumatized hearts and minds of
children and teens who have been neglected or
abused. The four Anderson* siblings, who range in
age from 11 to 16, are a good example. The two
girls and two boys were removed from their Low-
country home in 2024 to protect them from physi-
cal and emotional abuse from a parent who was
addicted to alcohol. Social workers brought them
to Epworth.

None of the children had attended school regularly
in years. Their father’s unpredictable temper kept
them in a constant state of anxiety to the point that
they found it hard to talk with outsiders or look
anyone in the eyes.

Their fear was palpable to all who attended a 2024
Christmas party thrown each year by Lady Game-
cock Coach Dawn Staley and the Richland County
Sheriff’s Department. The party showers Epworth
residents with attention and gifts, and most kids
have a blast. But that first year, the siblings kept
their eyes on the table in front of them and spoke
to no one. One deputy who tried her best to draw
them out, said she could see that they’d been
through something awful.

For months, Epworth counselors, tutors, faith and
activities staff and cottage parents worked closely

with each sibling to build their trust and help
them catch up with their age group in scheol. It
was slow going, with many setbacks. But by the
end-of-school party Epworth holds each sum-
mer, a blossoming could be seen. The siblings
laughed, played in the water slide, and joked
with several other kids. As summer progressed,
they opened up more and more. They enjoyed
participating in Epworth’s volunteer opportuni-
ties like working at the local animal shelter. By
mid-semester last fall, all four were making As
and Bs in school. At the 2025 Christmas Party,
the children hugged the deputy who had shown
interest in them the year before. The deputy
teared up and in a presentation she made to a
community group the following weekend she
told them about Epworth and the children's
transformation, describing it as a miracle.

After the children’s father was convicted of
child abuse and jailed this winter, the Andersons
were cleared to return home. While happy to
reunite with their mom, they expressed gratitude
for the safety, guidance, love, and stability Ep-
worth staff had provided that pivotal year.

Your support helps many children like the An-
dersons find a way through daunting challenges.
Thank you, and may God bless you!

*Children’s names and photos changed for confidentiality.
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Did you know?

1,293
Number of children
served through our

| residential, foster care ,and

kinship programsin 2025

2,230
Number of children and
families served by all
Epworth programs in 2025

100%

Of your Mother'’s Day
offering provides
comprehensive care for the
children at Epworth.

2900 Millwood Ave. Columbia, SC 29205 | (803) 256-7394 | Give online @epworthSC.org
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CLASS OF

2026

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR LEE ROAD GRADUATES

Louis Armstrong | Madison De La Cruz

Godfrey Turcotte
Bachelor of Science, | Master of Architecture,
Computer Science Georgia Institute of

Clemson University Technology

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A RECEPTION IN THE SOCIAL HALLI
SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2026 AT 12 NOON

(Baskets will be put out to collect cards.)
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CHICKEN
alfredo pasta

Laughter.has numerous benefits; including improving mental
health; boosting the immune system,; and relieving stress:
It-also strengthens relationships and can even help
youlive longer:by promoting overall well-being.
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WEDNES

Dinner starts at 6:00 p.m., and program,‘ét 6: /?5 pm fp'r just $7 per adinité Misitors
y 4

and children eat FREE! r

menu:Hamburaers
Please S|gn up by NOON on Monday SO ou/ Wonderful COOks can prepare accordlngl\

LAST Wonderful
Wednesday until \\

September 2026! FINDING

JESUS

W

PSALMS

A Lenten Journey

BARB|ROOSE

\



P?StOI" Rusty visiting Vicky Williams and Gene Johnson.

R sty for your dedicated service and for the

“Joank you' .
show,to Lee Road United Methodist Church.,
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Pentecost Sunday, May 24 (Bridge, 9:30 AM)
Celebration of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the
Church with a special liturgical dance and special

visual art pieces designed for this service.

Sunday, May 31 (Bridge, 9:30 AM)
Celebration of the accomplishments and key
moments of the Connect Church and the Bridge.

Communion Sunday, June 7 (Sanctuary, 10:30 AM)
Start of our new, blended services at the new time in the
updated sanctuary. Catered Celebration Luncheon will follow.




