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Dear Congregation, 
 

The Bible has a lot to say about friendship.  Check out these verses: 
 

"A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity" (Proverbs 17:17) 
"One who has unreliable friends soon comes to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer 
than a brother" (Proverbs 18:24). 
"Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: If either of them 
falls down, one can help the other up." (Ecclesiastes 4:9-10) 
"Greater love has no one than this: to lay down oneôs life for oneôs friends."  (John 15:13) 

 

Good friends make life so much better.  Donôt you agree?   Do you have a friend who is ñcloser than 
a brotherò (or sister)?  I will miss the hymn singing this Sunday, August 30, as I am traveling to South 
Boston, Virginia, to see my best friend from my UMC local pastor training at Duke from 2015-2019. 
We roomed together for four years.  Some of you have met Rev. Ben Taylor before in August 2024 
when he came to SC to see me and preached at Lee Road.  This time around, I will be preaching at 
the church in Virginia to which he has been newly appointed this Sunday.  As always, I will pray for 
you and ask you for your prayers for me and Ben in his new appointment. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Reverends Ben Taylor, Jim Gilliam, Rusty Godfrey (2024) 

 

In Christ, 
Rusty 

https://www.facebook.com/leeroadumc
https://www.leeroadumc.com/




The Pastor and Marty Cook and the Human Relations Team of Lee Road UMC are pleased to  
announce the hiring of church member Mckelvie Wilder for the new position of Music Director. 
This position will fully integrate the music at Lee Road, both traditional and contemporary, and 
encompass the responsibilities for both the band and the choir, including rehearsals, music  
selection, and musical training as well as spiritual development.  Since our church started a 
blended music service on June 7, 2026, there has been a need to fully integrate the musical arts 
in preparation for each service.  Mckelvie brings over thirty years of church music experience to 
this position.  Quote from Mckelvie:  òI AM HONORED TO ACCEPT THIS POSITION AND WORK 
WITH THE GOOD PEOPLE OF LEE ROAD.ó  Mckelvie will begin on September 1, 2026. 
 



The Kisers have decided to seize new opportunities in music ministry.  Their last day with us will be  
this Sunday, August 30, 2026.  Please write a card of appreciation for them and place it in the basket  

in the narthex this Sunday.  We pray for God's continued blessings for the Kiser family. 



THANKS to Lee Road for donating approximately 400 composition notebooks to Hollis    
Academy! Maria Soriano (parent coordinator), Angie Jackson (school clerk), Mr. Moss 
(custodian), Louis Godfrey (PK extraordinaire)  



Ə September ð Epworth Workday Offering 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ə September:  Kairos Cookies Baking 

Ə October 1-4:  Pastor at Perry Correctional for Kairos Weekend  

Ə November 4-17: Indonesian Mission Trip:  Solo, Indonesia  
    (Pastor Rusty, Cindy Stewart and Susan Ford) 
 
Ə November 24 ð Special Offering for Feed Our Neighbors Food Pantry  

Ə December ð Choose your own personal charity such as Toys for Tots, etc. 



Shopping Made Easy 

Lee Road UMCõs United Methodist Men have been selling gift cards as a 
fundraiser for over 10 years and all profits go directly back to support 
the church and our mission projects.  

Department Stores, Hardware Stores, Book Stores, Sports Stores,   
Electronics, Auto Supplies and more. As always, we keep on hand a 
wide variety of gift cards for many grocery stores, restaurants, and 
home improvement stores.  

The UMM sales team is available at the church Sunday mornings and 
Wednesday evenings. For our homebound members, we will gladly    
accept a telephonic order (call Sandy Davis at 561-3648 or Bob Stevens 
at 864-230-8504) and will deliver to you.  


