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Dear Church Family, 
 
In previous weeks in Reflections, we ran the Missions Plan for 2025 for The Servant Church.  I 
hope that you were able to take a look at the plan which encompasses òThe Three Tõs of  
Generosityó: time, talent, and treasure.  For January and February, we are asking folks 
prayerfully to support the Lutheran Church of Our Saviourõs food pantry for $5 a month ($60 
a year).  I would love for each Lee Road household to do this if you have the resources.   
Furthermore, several of us volunteer to help the food pantry operate by volunteering once 
per month (packing boxes on Saturday or working the car distribution line on Tuesdays or 
Thursdays from 12 - 2:30 PM).  I enjoy my weekly task of helping pick up the food at Harvest 
Hope.  I know not everyone is able to volunteer.  Do what you are able to do for the Lordõs 
service in our community and beyond.  Additionally, we have an upcoming Lenten mission to 
support the Bethlehem Center Spartanburg with needed supplies for their òEarly Learning 
Center & Youth Community Center.ó  
 
Soon you will receive your contributions statement for 2024 both in an email and in a letter 
mailed to your home.  The envelope will also contain a letter asking folks to consider whether 
they could do a òstep increaseó of 1-5% over last yearõs contributions.  I have prayed over it 
and made a òstep increaseó myself.  For many of us, the truth is that if we budget it, we  
hardly miss the extra money as this becomes a way of living.  Finally, the new Lee Road UMC 
Endowment Fund (also covered in Reflections) is a wonderful and thoughtful way to make a 
long term impact on the ministries and missions of our church.  It is now operational and  
accepting monetary gifts.  Furthermore, estate planning is something that honors our  
priorities beyond our physical time on Earth.   
 
Thank you from the bottom of my heart for reading this and considering what the Lord would 
have you to do.  Together, we are The Servant Church who serves Christ by serving others! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Rusty 
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Commentary on December 2024 Financials 
 

December was an excellent giving month.  òContributionó giving to budget by members and  
associates was $28,956, or $4,932 above the monthly budget of $24,024.  For the year, 
òContributionó giving was $259,856, or just 90.1% of the budgeted amount of $288,289, for a 
shortfall for 2024 of $28,433. òTotal Incomeó for December was outstanding at $38,486, which 
is $8,198 above the monthly budget of $30,288.  òTotal Incomeó for 2024 was $367,181 vs a 
budget of $363,461, or $3,720 above the 2024 budget. The shortfall in òContributionsó giving 
was more than made-up by òMiscellaneous Donationsó totaling $22,647 for the year versus a 
budgeted amount of only $2,500.  Monthly income was also aided by $3,055 of òabove and  
beyondó òApportionmentò giving.  Additional òApportionmentó gifts for the year totaled 
$8,015, which allowed LRUMC to return as a 100% Apportionment giver for the first time in 
seven (7) years. òTotal Expensesó for December were $38,589, resulting in a slight loss for the 
month of just $103. òTotal Expensesó for 2024 were $361,069 versus a budgeted amount of 
$363,461 or $2,392 below forecast.  òBank Balance Less Dedicatedó at year-end is $187,241.  
There were 65 òGiversó in December, slightly above the 2024 average of 62 household giving 
units per month.  It has been my honor to serve as your Finance Chairperson for the past four 
(4) years.  Going forward, the Finance Committee will be ably led by the capable and  
experienced Gene Turner.   
Jimmy Gaddy, outgoing Finance Chair. 

December 2024 Financial Reporting to Church  

     
 12/31/24 Year-to-Date Budget % 

Church Contribution/Income $38,486  $367,182  $363,461  101.02% 

Church Expenses ($38,589) ($361,069) ($363,461) 99.34% 

Income Less (Expense) ($103) $6,113  $0   

     

     

Total Assets in Bank Accounts $214,157     

Dedicated Accounts (100% Funded) $26,916     

Available Cash (Undedicated Bank Assets) $187,241     

     

Total Apportionments Billed Not Budgeted $40,075     

Apportionment Paid $40,075     

Percent Paid 100%    

   

Giving Households for Month 66    


