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Dear Congregation, 
 

Last week marked some solemn milestones.  Twenty-five years since 9/11.  One year since the 
assassination of Charlie Kirk (9/10).  Three weeks since the loss of Dolly (8/25), and three 
weeks since the loss of our beloved Laurie Fite (8/28) whose service is this week (9/17).  All of 
this loss can seem so overwhelming.  It is a reminder of how precious and fragile life can be. 
At any moment in time, an unexpected event can confront us.  The events of 9/11 proved that 
America was not invulnerable from attacks.  For an earlier generation of Americans, Pearl  
Harbor proved that.  The murder of Kirk is a sign of the boiling hot epidemic of online hatred 
that is gripping our country on both ends of the political spectrum (former Minnesota  
Democratic House Speaker Melissa Hortman and her husband were shot in their homes in 
2025).  And finally, for our precious sister in Christ, we knew she was sick, but the rapid course 
of her illness shocked us.  Although we miss her deeply, we are so thankful that our merciful 
and loving God took her home. 
 

I know many people have indicated to me that they are feeling depressed recently.  I admit that 
in 2026 I have felt it myself.  Depression is a real thing.  It runs in my family.  To all you who 
feel this way, let me make a few humble adorations: 
 

k Discuss this with God in prayer.  Lay your troubles before the throne of grace. 
 

k Discuss this with your family doctor. 
 

k Do not cut off social interactions.  Avail yourself of opportunities to spend time 
with friends and family who lift your spirits. 

 

k If possible, get outdoors.  Take a little stroll.  Sunlight is good (just be sure to wear        
sunscreen). 

 

k Listen to some good music (different genres are fine as long as the music is       
redeeming of the human spirit).  

 

òGive all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you.ó  (1 Peter 5:7) 
 

In Christ, 
Rusty 

https://www.facebook.com/leeroadumc
https://www.leeroadumc.com/


All Lee Road United Methodist Men are invited to join us for a morning of fellowship on Sunday, 
September 20, 2026, at 8:00 a.m.  We will gather in the Social Hall to discuss our exciting            
upcoming fall and winter activities.  Coffee and biscuits will be served.  Please plan to attend if 
possibleñwe look forward to seeing you there!  Gary Dodson 

 

Monday, October 12, 2026 at 6:00 PM  

 

(Due to this meeting, we will reschedule the HR and  

Campus Team Meetings to the prior Monday, October 5.)  





Welcome to Side by Side Respite ministry at John Knox Presbyterian! 
We are a volunteer driven community outreach ministry whose aim is to  
provide a respite (a rest/break/relief) to individuals living with memory loss 
and their caregivers.  We believe that everyone needs a respite.  
Caregivers and their loved ones need a break from the same routine, a 
break from the house, a break from each other.  Side by Side Respite is a 
safe place for that break. 
What does that look like? 
Caregivers are able to bring their loved ones to John Knox Presbyterian 
Church and leave them in the hands of trained volunteers who will be with them throughout the day to 
guide them through enriching activities and ensure their safety at all times.  While here, the lines  
between Participant and Volunteer are blurred and everyone is simply here as a Friend and Neighbor.  
During the day, individuals and   volunteers will participate in a variety of activities such as:  fellowship, 
physical exercise, mental exercises, creative writing, service projects, arts & crafts, games, music, and 
lunch.  There is also a  regular opportunity to participate in worship.  (**Note:  This is a social model of 
care.  No medications can be passed and no medical personnel are on staff.)  Caregivers have the  
opportunity to use this time for personal replenishment in whatever form serves the moment.  For some, 
that looks like a well-deserved nap!  For others, it may look like personal doctor appointments, lunch 
with friends, errands, or finishing up odds and ends around the house.  Stay tuned for information about 
the opportunity to participate in a monthly support group. 
Who can come? 
If you are considering a loved one and have questions, please reach out for a discussion with our      
Director, Laura Reichen!  Participants should be able to function in a group setting, feed themselves, 
and complete toileting tasks without physical assist.  It is requested that you reserve a spot a week in 
advance for planning purposes.                                                                                                                                                                 
When will this happen? 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10:00 - 1:45 
Where will this be? 
John Knox Presbyterian Church, Fellowship Hall 
35 Shannon Dr., Greenville, SC 29615 
How much does it cost? 
$40 per day 

 

mailto:lreichen@johnknoxpres.org?subject=From%20JK%20Website


There will be a puzzle swap at the Greer branch of the public library on Saturday,          
September 19 from 3 PM to 4 PM.  They will accept puzzles to swap from September 
14 through September 18.  The Greer branch is at 505 Pennsylvania Ave. across the 
street from the Post Office.   
 
For each puzzle you donate you will receive a coupon which you can use to buy a 
puzzle on September 19.  We are going to submit about 50 puzzles on September 14.  
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you want to swap, you can pick up coupons in the office to use on Saturday. 
 
Strategy: Be early on the 19th.  Swappers get first choice at 3:00 PM.  Those without   
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