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Dear Congregation, 
 
Iõve been reading a little òlight summer readingó: Platoõs The Republic (375 BC).  In the first 
fictionalized story involving Platoõs beloved mentor and teacher, Socrates is discussing the 
benefits of age with an old man, Cephalus.  Socrates asked him, òI would like to find out 
how it [age] strikes you and what you have to tell us.  Is it a difficult time of life, or not?ó 
Cephalus responds that he has met some fellow older adults with different opinions.  òFor 
some of us old men often meet together, like the proverbial birds of a feather.  And when 
they do meet, most of them are full of woes; they hanker for the pleasures of youth,  
remembering how they used to make love and drink and go to parties and the like, and 
thinking it a great deprivation that they canõt do so any more.  Life was good then, they 
think, whereas now they can hardly be said to live at all.  And some of them grumble that 
their families show no respect for their age, and proceed to harp on the misery old age 
brings.ó   Then, Cephalus says that he has met some who view aging differently.  Some view 
it as an escape from former unrestrained passions that used to serve as their òfierce and 
frenzied master.ó  òFor in old age you become quite free of feelings of this sort and they 
leave you in peace; and when your desires lose their intensity and relax, you get a release 
from a lot of mad masters.  For if men are sensible and good-tempered, old age is easy 
enough to bear: if not, youth as well as old age is a burden.ó 
 
This was written about 2,500 years ago. There is still so much truth to it today.  Life is a 
gift.  Old age is a gift that some never receive.  Think of the American heroes scattered in 
military cemeteries around the world who paid the price of freedom.  Yes, each period of life 
can bring its own difficulties, but we have the Holy Spirit to lead us and guide us throughout 
our lives if we follow his direction.  God says in Isaiah 46:4: ñEven to your old age and gray 
hairs I am he, I am he who will sustain you. I have made you and I will carry you; I will  
sustain you and I will rescue you.ò 
 
In Christ, 
Rusty 
 

https://www.facebook.com/leeroadumc
https://www.leeroadumc.com/




The Pastor and Marty Cook and the Human Relations Team of Lee Road UMC are pleased to announce 
the hiring of church member Mckelvie Wilder for the new position of Music Director.  This position will 
fully integrate the music at Lee Road, both traditional and contemporary, and encompass the respon-
sibilities for both the band and the choir, including rehearsals, music selection, and musical training 
as well as spiritual development.  Since our church started a blended music service on June 7, 2026, 
there has been a need to fully integrate the musical arts in preparation for each service.  Mckelvie 
brings over thirty years of church music experience to this position.  Quote from Mckelvie:  òI AM 
HONORED TO ACCEPT THIS POSITION AND WORK WITH THE GOOD PEOPLE OF LEE ROAD.ó  
Mckelvie will begin on September 1, 2026. 
 





1st Sunday 

Lead Teacher: LuAnn Kingsburry 
Asst. Teacher: Janet West 

1st Sunday 

Lead Teacher: Gary Dodson 
Asst. Teacher: Rick Stanford 

1st Sunday 

Lead Teacher: _______________ 
Asst. Teacher: _______________ 

2nd Sunday 

Lead Teacher: LuAnn Kingsburry 
Asst. Teacher: Jane Pingley 

2nd Sunday 

Lead Teacher: Gary Dodson 
Asst. Teacher: Rick Stanford 

2nd Sunday 

Lead Teacher: Jane Pingley 
Asst. Teacher: _______________ 

3rd Sunday 

Lead Teacher: LuAnn Kingsburry 
Asst. Teacher: Stephanie H. 

3rd Sunday 

Lead Teacher: Gary Dodson 
Asst. Teacher: Rick Stanford 

3rd Sunday 

Lead Teacher: Stephanie H. 
Asst. Teacher: Susan Ford 

4th Sunday 

Lead Teacher: LuAnn Kingsburry 
Asst. Teacher: Joyce McKenzie 

4th Sunday 

Lead Teacher: Gary Dodson 
Asst. Teacher: Rick Stanford 

4th Sunday 

Lead Teacher: Monica Frantz 
Asst. Teacher: Lisa Stanford 

5 Sunday 

Lead Teacher: LuAnn Kingsburry 
Asst. Teacher: Elizabeth Lowrey 

5 Sunday 

Lead Teacher: Gary Dodson 
Asst. Teacher: Rick Stanford 

5 Sunday 

Lead Teacher: Stephanie H. 
Asst. Teacher: Elizabeth Lowrey 

If you will not be able to assist as youõre scheduled, please swap with someone on the schedule as 
soon as possible and notify Debbie Gantt, our Safe Sanctuary coordinator at 864-238-5384.  We are 
required to have at least two unrelated people in each room.  

Elizabeth Lowrey lowreyslines@charter.net 864-320-2848   

Jane Pingley jpingley20@gmail.com 864-360-7376   

Joyce McKenzie bristolgal@charter.net 864-979-2732   

Lisa Stanford lisa.stanford61@gmail.com 864-313-6341   

LuAnn Kingsbury luannk444@gmail.com 864-252-7212 Cannot do nursery 

Monica Frantz monielou51@hotmail.com 864-483-8581 July and 1st 3 Sundays in September 

Stephanie Hamilton stephnow2002@gmail.com 864-940-6974   

Susan Ford susanford62@gmail.com 803-586-1615   

Janet West janetm.west60@yahoo.com 864-414-3915 Cannot do nursery 

Sunday School (6 yrs. & under) 
9AMñ10AM 

Sunday School (7 yrs. & older) 
9AMñ10AM 

Nursery (6 yrs. & under) 
10:30AMñ11:30 AM 

We need a few more volunteers!                                                                                      

Please email office@leeroadumc.com   if you would like to sign -up!!  
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Ə September ð Epworth Workday Offering 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ə November 4-17: Indonesian Mission Trip:  Solo, Indonesia  
    (Pastor Rusty, Cindy Stewart and Susan Ford) 
 
Ə November ð Kairos Cookies  

Ə December ð Choose your own personal charity such as Toys for Tots, etc. 



Shopping Made Easy 

Lee Road UMCõs United Methodist Men have been selling gift cards as a 
fundraiser for over 10 years and all profits go directly back to support 
the church and our mission projects.  

Department Stores, Hardware Stores, Book Stores, Sports Stores,   
Electronics, Auto Supplies and more. As always, we keep on hand a 
wide variety of gift cards for many grocery stores, restaurants, and 
home improvement stores.  

The UMM sales team is available at the church Sunday mornings and 
Wednesday evenings. For our homebound members, we will gladly    
accept a telephonic order (call Sandy Davis at 561-3648 or Bob Stevens 
at 864-230-8504) and will deliver to you.  


